Sandu Frunza, Fundamentalismul religios
si noul conflict al ideologiilor, [Religious
Fundamentalism and the New Conflict

of Ideologies],

ISTRIBUTING HIS IDEAS and his points of view along six distinct parts, each with its
Down chapters and subchapters, ditingnished Professor Sandu Frunza brings to the
attention of the interested reader, in a revised and enlarged edition, the issue of funda-
mentalism manifested in all the world religions and contemporary ideological conflict.
As the author himself confessed, the topic is more present because myth and imagination
are becoming increasingly visible in contemporary ideologies.

At the very beginning of the reading volume submitted to the attentions, the reader
learns that, as specified by prof. Frunzd, in the modern human life, the presence and im-
portance of myth can be detected in the system of choices, as in the way of valorisation
social reality. He also mentioned that the myths may have a variety of roles, functions
and purposes. That is: a) myth can be an instrument of transfer of identity, the creating
of new identities in the process of identity homogenization; b) the myth provides a solid
fundation of communication; c) the myth can cause a series of distorsions and conflict in
term of social life; d) myth has an important role in political discourse; e) myth provides
ways to explain the destiny of community;, etc.

Volume continues with an interesting analysis of what the author called ,,Ideology
as secularized religion and religion as ideolog”. In the three chapters grouped under this
title, the author prefered both maintaining a clear distinction between religion and ide-
ology, but also considering theology as the most elaborated form of doctrinal reflection
in a constituted religionas.

In Part III, ,,Aspects of Christian fundamentalism”, S. Frunza revealed that initially
the term fundamentalism has had a positive connotation, assuming a return to the bib-
lical foundations of faith interpretation; later fundamentalism appears as a reaction to
modernism interpretations which trying to adapt the Bible to theories and challenges of
the modern world. But in the few decades, significance of the term was degraded, reach-
ing finally to designate a negative phenomenon. And, to bring as many clarifications of
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